Fuel metabolism in deviant fetal growth in offspring of diabetic women.
Fetal growth and development from its very first stages of intrauterine life is significantly influenced by the metabolic environment in which the conceptus develops. Maternal disease states such as gestational diabetes and hypertensive pregnancy, representing maternal conditions involved in extremes of impaired fetal growth (macrosomia versus growth restriction), can serve as excellent examples of the various factors that are involved in intrauterine growth.